RESTORATI ON | NFORMATI ON MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET

HNC REVI SION: 12
TAG REVI EW DATE:
SECOND TAG REVI EW DATE:

SI TE NAME: Switzerland Bonb Tar get
SI TE NUMBER: | 04FL083200
LOCATI ON:
Cty: Switzerl and
County: St. Johns
St at e: Fl ori da
PRQIECT NUMBER: | 04FL083201
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 2
ASR RAC: 3
TAG RAC: 2

POC S:

GEOGRAPHI C DI STRI CT:
Nare: Robert Bridgers
O fice: CESAJ-S

Phone: 904-232-3085

HEADQUARTERS:

Nane: Sara Goodw n
O fice: CEMP-RF
Phone: 202-761-5223

ASR SUPPCRT DI STRI CT:
Nane: George O sl ager
O fice: CEWR-ED DO
Phone: 309-794-6024

DECEMBER 1995
14 MARCH 1996
12 JANUARY 1999

GEOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Nane: Sharon Tayl or
O fice: CESAD PM M
Phone: 404-562-5212

ASR/ | NPR TEAM

Nane: Richard L. Pi ke
O fice: CEHNC CE-DC
Phone: 256-895-1559



3. SI TE DESCRI PTION: The site consists of 1,782 acres of

nmost |y undevel oped usage. A public school and a housing
subdi vi si on have been built on the northwest portion of the site.
The site has a subtropical maritinme climte characterized by
long, warm humd summers and mld, dry winters. The surface is
a marine terrace conposed of sandy and | oany sedinents. The site
lies in a region of the county that is nostly brush, and swanps.
Th site is nostly level. The brush is interspersed with many
poorly defined drai nage ways and depressi onal areas, which are

fl ooded or are ponds for |ong periods of tine.

4. SITE H STORY: The 640 acre site was originally acquired in
1940 for use as a practice landing field for Naval aviators. In
1943 the Navy acquired 1142.22 additional acres for nore runways.

Four permanent runways were constructed and drai nage systens
installed. The facility was used as an outlying field until md-
1946. In 1947 the landing field was desi gnated as Naval Bonb

Target and was used for that purpose until 1961. In August of
1961 the Federal Aviation Agency announced revisions to the
restricted air space designation in and around the Jacksonville
conplex. Due to these restrictions, the use of this property as
a bonb target was no |l onger feasible and it was determ ned excess
to the needs of the Naval Air Station. In 1978 a 2.75" rocket

not or that was buried was recovered, the ASR suggests that the
target was al so used as a disposal site.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTION: The Switzerland Bonb Target consists
of 1,782 acres and was primarily used as a practice bonb and
practice rocket range. The Archives Search Report (ASR)
separated this site into three areas but due to the fact that
this is a snall site these areas have been conbined in to one.
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the SI Teamthat he frequently recovers ordnance at the site of
the former Switzerland Bonb Target. |In the original Risk
Assessnent Code the site was considered to be an isolated site in
Part Il E of the RAC formdue to a swanp whi ch surrounds the
area. Huntsville Center (HNC) Safety felt that since the area is
close to a public school and housing subdivision that the area
was to be considered as having no barrier. It is also possible
that there will be further devel opnent of the currently

undevel oped | and. The original RAC al so did not consider HE
bonmbs or rockets in Part | A  HNC Safety felt that the area had
the potential of HE bonmbs and rockets. A Navy Expl osive Ordnance
D sposal investigation in 1978 determ ned that there were no HE
bonbs at the site but that there were practice rockets, however
safety still felt that it was possible to have HE bonbs. The
Techni cal Advisory Goup (TAG (14 Mar 96) concurred with HNC
Safety and recommended that an EE/ CA be perfornmed on the entire
site. Because of changes in the RAC form since the original was
done in February 1994 and the potential of HE bonbs and rockets,
the RAC form done by safety at the TAG (14 Mar 96) changed this
site froma RAC 3 to a RAC 1

On 8 Decenber 1998, Messrs. Richard Pike and M ke Sl ovak, HNC,
conducted a non-intrusive Site Investigation (SI) (see attached
Trip Report). During this investigation, no evidence fromHE

| oaded OE was di scovered. Aided by a magnetoneter, only snal

pi eces of debris frompractice bonbs were di scovered on the
surface. Walking over the site with a magnetoneter reveal ed
spor adi ¢ subsurface anomalies. Checks of sone of the Acraters(
in the bonb target area revealed only a single anomaly in sone of
t hese depressions, there were no anonmalies in the sides of these
Acraters@ that would indicate usage of HE | oaded OCE. Based on
the results of this SI the TAG concurs with the revision of the
RAC score fromRAC 1 to RAC 2

The former Switzerl and Bonb Target nay contain endangered or

t hreat ened species. Nunerous endangered or threatened species
are found in St. John's County, ranging fromthe red-cockaded
woodpecker and indigo snake to nore commonly known species such
as the alligator and pelican. A conplete list of such species
can be obtained fromthe |ocal Soil Conservation D strict
conservationi st (ASR REF B-1).
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